
What does PBL stand for?  Project Based Learning 

What is it?  An instructional approach where students focus on a complex 

problem and use research along with collaborative effort to solve that problem. 

PBL is an experiential learning approach that leads students toward deeper 

learning. 

Why is this an effective approach?  It enables students to master academic skills 

and content knowledge as the teacher facilitates and structures learning around 

true inquiry. 

Why is this important?  We believe when student ownership of learning is valued 

then students are motivated and engaged and will continue to strive for success. 

PBL encompasses important content along with students learning success skills 

like collaboration, critical thinking, and communication.  

How will this affect the schedule?  On a daily basis, the schedule is going to look 

similar. However, the Advisory block will expand its focus to facilitate daily PBL 

practices and concepts such as collaboration. 

What does a Wall-to-Wall PBL school refer to?  PBL experiences are embedded 

daily instead of infrequently occurring “events” throughout the year.  

How many projects will my child be working on at one time?  There is not one 

answer for this question, as students will be engaged in experiences in every 

class. Not every class experience is going to require a large product. Additionally, 

with Wall-to-Wall PBL, the process is emphasized over the product. There will be 

times when students are working through experiences where they create a 

product for the project, but not necessarily all experiences will require this. 

Are we going to be overwhelmed with homework projects? Our goal is for as much 

work as possible to happen in the classroom. There will be times when students 

need to spend more time outside of school on a project, but we are working to 

keep most of the learning in school. 

What type of supplies will we need to provide? Each experience will be different, 

and beyond the traditional list of school supplies, there should not be too much 

need for additional supplies. Students will have a lot of voice and choice in what 

they do, so some of them may choose to utilize some different supplies. 



Will there be a way to access the projects’ directions and schedules? Most 

teachers utilize Google Classroom as platform for sharing directions and 

deadlines. Each teacher’s school website can send you in the right direction for 

finding project information.  

If my child has an IEP, how will that be modified? Case managers will continue to 

work with students to modify assignments where necessary. All teachers will be 

working with students to provide organizational support structures, teach time 

management skills, and more. Part of the beauty of PBL is that it can be much 

more personalized, which will benefit all students.  

How will PBL affect electives such as band and art? All electives have already 

started PBL, so things are not going to look too different. These teachers already 

have many of the essential element structures in place in their classrooms with 

constant feedback, critique, and revision.  

Will these projects replace SOLs? No, SOLs will still be required and the curriculum 

will still be the same. However, PBL enables teachers to combine important 

content with deeper learning. 

What if my child is a traditional learner and these methods aren’t successful to his 

learning? PBL is an instructional approach that encompasses many different 

methods. There is a place for lecture, notetaking, and other traditional methods 

in the PBL structure, but we know that because it encompasses much more, it is a 

strategy that helps all students get to the kind of deeper learning and thinking 

that we want from our students. There might be a learning curve for many 

students, and we are prepared to help teach students more strategies for success 

through our Advisory block to help them see success with the PBL approach. 

 

For additional questions, please contact school staff; eric.stewart@lcps.org, 

patrick.white@lcps.org,  kristen.hepner@lcps,org, or your child’s teacher. 
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